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Interview by Lulu Berton

hink of iconic pieces like the Facett armchair and the Togo settee.

Then add to the mix supreme designers, state-of-the-art technical

innovation and a cohesive family business. Shake well, and what
you get is Ligne Roset, a leader in international design with a commitment
to excellence and the only issuer/manufacturer and distributor of high-end
French furniture worldwide with 200 stores, 900 retail distributors and a
presence in dozens of countries.

Founded in 1860 by Antoine Roset, the firm has been around for 151
years continuously lifting the barrier to the international art of living
with its tradition of collaborating with established and up-and-coming
talents in contemporary design. Back in 1971, Pierre Paulin designed
the Pumpkin Chair for Claude and Georges Pompidou. The couple
used them to furnish the drawing room of the Elysée Palace, and in
the same years, The Bouroullec brothers designed the soon-to-become-
classic Facett armchair, while Michel Ducaroy came up with the first
fully-foam settee, bringing limitless possibilities to the world of sitting.
Past, present and ongoing collaborations are outstanding and include
the award-winning Didier Gomez, Inga Sempé, Peter Maly and Pascal
Mourgue, among others.

During the first 100 vears, the brand progressed from being a
manufacturer of wooden umbrellas to achieving a massive growth in
the postwar years when Roset’s grandsen, Jean, and his sons, Pierre and
Michel, began building new trade in avant-garde design, producing tables,
chairs and beds that would soon enter the world market.

The company has been family-run since its inception, and now, at 31
years old, Antoine Roset, the great-great-grandson of the founder, serves
as executive vice president of Roset USA. Thanks perhaps to his family
heritage and legacy, Roset seems guided by an impressive sense of style.
He grew up in France, studied in the best schools in Paris and has been a
New Yorker since 2006, when he was appointed by his father to manage
Ligne Roset’s North American operations.



What's the philosophy behind the family business, and what has kept it going
for 151 years?

It is the passion for what we are creating, the people we have been collaborating
with and the fact that we've always wanted to do more. Because of these factors,
generation after generation, the company has impressively grown. We have been
very fortunate and always wanted to be the leaders of this industry. I guess it's in
our blood.

Yoursis obviously a familybusiness. Whatare the pros and cons of working with
family members?

There are definitely more positive than negative things. I work closely with my
father and my uncle, and the only negative element is the fact that, because we
know each other so well, sometimes we don’t ask questions. We take things for
granted, and that’s not necessarily corresponding to the truth. Also, when we get
together on weekends or dinners, we always talk about business. But overall, T see
working with my family as an asset, as you can always share your views, and it's loyal
and honest all the time.

Your great-great-grandfather, Antoine Roset, started Ligne Roset in 1860.
Would you like to share any interesting anecdote about the very beginning of
the company?

There aren’t many, as I'm still pretty young, and, fortunately enough, I was not
there! (Laughs.) Interestingly, though, my great-great-grandfather started the firm
by producing wooden shafts for umbrellas. The company is still in the same part of
France where the business started, in Briord, right next to a river that was providing
the energy to operate the machines. And then we started producing chair frames,
although it was a very difficult time in Europe. We had two major wars, so the
business really started with my grand father, Jean, in the 1960s. He was a genius and
had a great eye for design. Thanks to his vision, we became what we are right now.

What's your educational background?
[ have a financial background and a master's degree in luxury marketing. I studied
in Paris, I'm a business/finance guy.

At 31years old, how does it feel to be at the head of the family company?

It's pretty challenging due to the size of the business and the actual economy. People
appreciate having a young executive, and I feel they welcome me with different eyes.
My grandfather started working for the firm when he was very young, and so did
my father, who, at 26, went straight away to being the head of the group. People
are expecting a lot from me, and sometimes | just need a break, so I tell all my
cmployees and my family to forget about me for a couple of days.

What’s your modus operandi while working?
Every day is a new day, and it can bring new challenges. T just like to deal with
things one at a time.

You went from your European life in Paris to being a New Yorker. How do you
like the Big Apple?

[ove living in New York. There’s no routine here; you can live day by day and there’s
always something happening, It's a great melting pot of different cultures and a very
open-minded city.

I guess you went house hunting for awhile before finding your ideal apartment.
Yes, it took me about two years to find the right place. I fell in love instantly with
the space, the height of the ceilings, the light shining all over and all the finishing
details.

What's your definition of a dream house?
It's a space and place that makes you feel great and where you can en
I's not a question of style or location; it’s about you and how vou feel in it.

people.

And how do you feel when you enter yourapartmentin New York?
Great, and I hope my friends do, too.

How do you like to entertain your guests?
Tenjoy cooking, so I try to prepare different dishes every time — French cuisine of
course, and much more.

Whatkind of style and feel have you chosen for your apartment in New York?
I like contemporary style, so my place is very contemporary — white and minimal.
The trend in New York tight now is mixing elements of contemporary and old items.

Which design pieces are a part of the interior set?
I have a Facett chair and pieces form Pierre Paulin, and Ronan and Erwan Bouroullec,

What sofa do you sit on at night when you come home from work?
A Facett from Bouroullec,

Which chair do you sit on in your office?
A Sala chair from Pascal Mourgue

Inyouropinion, what are the accessories and details that make a difference
in ahouse?

I'm a big fan of lighting, which I believe is the most important partin the decoration
of a space. I like mixing lighting accessories from different brands and designers.
S0, it has to be contemporary with warmth given by lighting.

Could you name some of your favorite pieces?
I have lamps from Ingo Maurer, as I'm a big fan of his work. I also have pieces from
Ron Arad.

Have you noticed any difference between European and Americans as far as
their preferences in interior design?

Its very different. In the U.S,, it could be more classic, and there’s a fine line between
modern and contemporary, whereas in France we say contemporary only. I guess in
the U.S. contemporary is less modern than modern,

What are the objects you cannot live without?
My watches and my Blackberry.

Your favorite brand in watches ...

There are two: TWC and Panerai.

Are you into contemporary art?

Yes, I love it, and it’s one of those things [ am really looking into pursuing a little
more, although right now T think it’s a very expensive passion. I enjoy viewing art
at different gallery shows, although it’s not in my apartment yet. For now, I only
collect some photography.

Which artists and people influenced you the most and why?
My father is the biggest influence so far.

What are the core values he has instilled in you?
Respect, honesty and working hard.

What do you enjoy most doing when you're not working?
Playing golf, surfing, skiing and cooking,

What is your definition of style? Is it something you're born with or something
you can learn on the way?

It’s like design. Tt's a synonym of elegance. You can learn it on the way, but it’s not
always working for everyone, let’s put it this way.

Antoine’s future projects are...

We just finished the exhibition Wanzed Design NYC during the International
Contemporary Furniture Fair in June. Our focus now is opening more stores and
looking for new partnerships in North and South America. %
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